Cohen: 

Description of developments in 1950s

· Improvement of material conditions – failure of economic conditions

· Material conditions killed off community

· Isolated the family

· Destroyed kin networks

· Undermined socialization

· Destroyed internal economics

Analysis of the east end

· Why did the east end fail?

· The community lacked an internal structure of leadership and self-sufficiency

· Members were either pulled up into a new class or down into lowest

· Double bind between consumption and protestant

· Economics prevented consumption; industralision: protestant 

Ultimate break-down of the family

· Disintegration of community structure as an attack on parent and child

· Two solutions

· Marriage as a means to escape family tension

· Subculture as a means to depart from history and culture

Generational conflict and subculture

· Family tensions were externalized into a public context

· Tensions taken from interpersonal context and placed into collective context

· Stereotypes are created to diffuse direct connections between people

· Latent function of subculture

· To express and resolve contradictions of parents culture

· Subcultures are thus variations on the same problem

· The bind between protestant and consumption ethics

· Between the socially mobile and proletariate

· Thus subcultures retrieve socially cohesive elements of parents culture

· Through symbolization they attempt to exemplify it. 

What is a subculture

· Subculture as a symbol

· Subcultures are symbolic structures and are not represented by the participants themselves
· Hence, the kids just act out their role in the system

· Symbols can be broken down into two subsystems

· Plastic: Dress and Music

· Adopted and invested with subcultural value

· Infrastructure: Argot and Ritual

· Practices adopted from parents culture that symbolise a concrete departure 

· Three levels of analysis

· Historical: What is the particular change that has caused the disintegration of community and/or class

· Structural or semiotic: Through what structural changes do subcultures articulate their problems

· Phenomenological: What is the experience of the subculture

· Subculture and context

· Subculture is constructed in relation to parents culture and in reaction to other subcultures

· Subcultures are thus circular entities that revolve around parent culture 

· They are unable to escape the problems of the parents culture

· Transcribes parents contraditions and inscribes them in an imaginary set of relations.

· Subcultures as double bind
· Subcultures require autonomy from parents

· Subcultures require identification with parents

· Subculture is a ritualized defense against transition to adulthood

Subculture and trajectory

· Subcultures function to avert the natural trajectory of adolescence 

· Removes any career prospects 

· Isolated the individual into a cultural niche

· Provides affiliations with deviants; pushing them to extremes of society. 

