Introduction to subcultural theory

· What is a subculture

Stipulation of problem with subcultural theory

· Theorists have trouble defining subculture

· Have trouble negating bias in research

· Cannot grasp complexity 

Outline of essay structure

· Background to subcultural theory

· Cohen and the cultural studies approach

· Current critiques of cultural studies approach

Background to subcultural theory

· Hebdige

· Why is Chicago special

· Parks questions

· Cohen’s collective problem solving

· Young and capitalism
Cohen and the cultural studies approach

· Introduction to Birmingham

· Cohen’s working class-in-decline

· Outtake with hebdige spectularity

Current critiques of cultural studies approach

· Clarkes critique of cohen p.175

· Add similar critique of hebdige 177

· Stahl critique

· Readers critique

Alternatives

· Introduction from maffesoli

· Depth from stahl

Applicable methodologies?

Conclusion

· Early research began with broad insightful view

· Birmingham limited study

· Recent reemergence of broad view with concept of complexity. 
