Sarah Thornton Chicago School 

The Chicago school has come to be seen as an advocate of qualitative empirical research…associated with a specific kind of urban micro-sociology which gave particular attention to the interaction of people’s perceptions of themselves with others’ view of them. 
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What is the Chicago school.

Park  - The City

The work of park seeded some of the main concerns of subcultural investigation even before the term was even coined. 
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Park outlines a project to map the social groups of the city in a way which includes their modes of conflict and control, network and segregation, vocation and lifestyle. One of his many influential suggestions is that participant observastion might be the most valuable methjod for exploring the ‘customs, beliefs, social practices and general conceptions of life and manner of urban inhabitants. Parks chapter is fitting because many subculture researchers have responded repetively and productively to his call to observe and investigate ‘human behaviour in an urban environment’ 
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Albert Cohen – General theories of subcultures

Cohen overviews and give definitive explication to some of the main tenets of the Chicago tradition.
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Drawing on research into delinquent gangs Cohen outlines a series of questions whose exploration is necessary to the development of a general theory of subcultures. Cohsen argues that subcultures emerge when a number of actors with similar problelms of social adjustment interact with one another and innovate new frames of reference. Problems, of course, are not equally distributed through the socirty. Moreover, the social structure and the immediate social milieu help determine the ‘creation and selection of solutions’. Cohen’s argument very much set the agenda for subsequent research; the idea of collective problem solving became one of the cornerstones of subcultural theory. 
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Jock Young - 

Jock Young’s ‘the subterranean world of play’ bears witness to the importation of subcultural studies to Britain, the embracing of critical theorists and the transformation of subcultural studies into something substantively different which gestures towards later Birmingham elaborations. 

Although british sociologists and criminologists had been looking into deviancy and delinquency in the manner of the American studies for some thirty years,  Jock Young’s work acts as a bridge between the distinct theorestical and political agendas of the work associated with Chicago school and those of the later Birmingham tradition. 

‘The subterranean world of play’, which is an excerpt from his book, the drugtakers, departs from the liberal or democratic politics of the Chicago school and embraces a critical Marxist perspective. Young’s use of the fruedian and Marxist theories of Herbert Marcuse ultimately integrates late Frankfurt school paradigms into Chicago school concerns. 
This productive synthesis enables a dramatic re-thinking of subcultural theory – one which integrates capitalism  (and not just class) into the model. Following this logic, Young characterizes his subcultures as ‘groups that exist beyond the ethos of productivity’, contrasting ‘formal work values’ like deferred gratification and conformity to bureaucratic rules with ‘subterranean values’ like short term hedonism and disdain for work. 

